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Customer – The Greenlee® PVC Cutter is ideal for both electrical and mechanical contractors for use on electrical 
PVC conduit or plumbing PVC pipe. In addition to PVC conduit and pipe, the cutter has the capability to cut CPVC, 
PP, PEX, PE, rubber hose, and multilayer tubing.

Value – An important benefit to Greenlee’s new PVC Cutter is the significantly reduced handle force required by the 
operator, reducing hand strain and allowing more cuts per day. The tool’s ergonomically-designed rubber gripped 
handles and smaller handle span provide increased comfort and reduced hand fatigue. The jaw easily squares up 
all ranges of pipe sizes (up to 1-5/8” O.D. pipe size) to ensure a straight, burrless cut. The blade quickly retracts with 
the push of a release lever, enabling an easy, one-hand operation. The new locking mechanism located at the top of 
the tool prevents accidental locking while being operated and the blade is easily replaceable without tools or loose 
parts. In addition, the tool can be safely stored with the blade fully open or closed.

Competitor Comparison – The Greenlee PVC Cutter (864QR) was third party tested against several competitor 
models including Rothenberger™ Rocut™ 42C (Cat No. 52000), Klein® (Cat. No. 50031), RIDGID® RC-1625 (Cat. No. 
23498), and LENOX® R1 (Cat. No. 12123R1). Each model can cut up to 1-5/8” O.D. plastic conduit and pipe. After 
testing each cutter repeatedly on 7/8” and 1-5/8” O.D. PVC pipe, the new Greenlee cutter consistently exhibited the 
lowest handle force. See tables below. 

The blade on the Greenlee cutter is easy to replace, requiring no tools or loose parts, while all of the competitive 
models contain loose parts when replacing the blade. In addition, the Greenlee PVC Cutter can be safely stored with 
the blade fully open because the design allows for it to be recessed into the body, while the other models have an 
increased risk of risk of injury due to the exposed blade.
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Average Handle Force* (LBS)
Cutting 7/8” O.D. Schedule 40 PVC
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*Results determined through external testing comparing the Greenlee® 864QR, Rothenberger™ Rocut™ 42C (Cat No. 
52000), Klein® (Cat. No. 50031), RIDGID® RC-1625 (Cat. No. 23498), and LENOX® R1 (Cat. No. 12123R1) cutters 
based on cutting 1-5/8” O.D. Schedule 40 PVC. Field results may vary depending on diameter and type of PVC cut.
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Company Greenlee® Rothenberger™ Klein® Tools RIDGID® LENOX®

Catalog # 864QR 52000 50031 23498 12123R1

List Price $97.01 $84.13 $122.60 $59.90 $72.45 

Average Handle Force on 
1-5/8" O.D. Schedule 40 PVC* 32.8 lbs 40.8 lbs 42.0 lbs 51.6 lbs 107.4 lbs

Jaw Capacity 1-1/4” Nominal Pipe
1-5/8” O.D.

1-1/4” Nominal Pipe
1-5/8” O.D.

1-1/4” Nominal Pipe
1-5/8” O.D.

1-1/4” Nominal Pipe
1-5/8” O.D.

1-1/4” Nominal Pipe
1-5/8” O.D.

Push Button
Blade Release ü ü ü ü ü

Easy Blade Replacement - 
No Tools needed ü ü ü
Safely Store Blade in Open or 
Closed Position ü
Right Angle Jaw ü
Dual-Sided Rubber Handle ü
Dial Handle Lock Located at 
the Top of the Tool ü

Greenlee vs. Competition

Rothenberger™ and Rocut™ are trademarks of Rothenberger AG and/or its affiliates. Klein® is a registered trademark of Klein® Tools, 
Inc. RIDGID® is a registered trademark of Emerson Electric Co. Lenox® is a registered trademark of Irwin Industrial Tool Company. 

The square jaw on the Greenlee PVC Cutter is unlike any of the competitive models which have a rounded jaw. The 
square design allows the pipe to be pushed up against the back end of the jaw, making alignment easy for all ranges 
of pipe to ensure a straight cut. In addition, the new locking mechanism is located at the top of the tool to prevent 
accidental locking during the cutting process. The competitive models have a lock at the bottom of the tool, which 
often leads to unintentional locking and decreased productivity. While many of the competitive models include a 
one-sided molded grip handle, the Greenlee PVC Cutter has a dual-sided rubber grip handle for increased comfort. 

Frequesntly Asked Questions – 
Q: What is the capacity of the cutter?
A:  It is capable of cutting 1-5/8” O.D. and 1-1/4” 
Nominal pipe. It cuts PVC, CPVC, PP, PE, PEX, rubber 
hose, and multilayer tubing up to Schedule 40.

Q: Is the current 864 model being phased out?
A: Not at this time. We plan to offer both options to 
customers.

Q: What is the warranty on the tool?
A: One year (excludes blade)

Q:  What is the life of the blade?
A: The blades were tested to a minimum of 3,000 cuts 
without chipping or breaking (tested on 1-5/8” Schedule 
40 PVC).

Q: Are demo units available?
A: Yes, but be aware that we have limited stock 
available for launch (qty 390 at MDC). You may  
order one by sending an email to  
demotools@greenlee.textron.com. 


