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Guidelines for Packaging Lamp Ballast 
This document must be used to store and prepare lamp ballast for proper recycling. The packaging, labeling and 
marking requirements will be dependant on the type of ballast contained within the package. For additional 
information on lamp ballasts, see the Ballast Appendix. Questions regarding this document should be directed to 
customer service, toll-free at 1-800-556-5267. All precautions should be taken to eliminate leaking ballast. Extra 
charges will apply to all containers received with leaking ballast. 
 
General Packaging Guidelines for Lamp Ballast 
1. PCB containing lamp ballast must be packaged in DOT specification containers, such as a 55-gallon steel drum 

or a 5-gallon pail and it is recommended that all other lamp ballast also be packaged in specification 
containers.   

2. By law, DOT specification containers must not to exceed the rated capacity of the container. A standard 55 
gallon drum is rated for a gross weight of 550 lb. while other drums may be rated for as much as 800 pounds. 
Therefore, the quantity of ballast per drum should be:  no greater than 200 4' ballast, or no greater than 94 8' 
slim line ballast, or no greater than 68 8' HO ballast or equivalent combination of ballast types.  A good 
approximation to follow is to only fill 55g drums of ballasts 2/3 full in order to avoid exceeding the DOT weight 
limit of the container.   

3.  A typical 5 gallon pail will be rated for approximately 66 pounds. Therefore, the quantity of ballast per pail 
should be:  no greater than 16 4' ballast, or no greater than 8 8' slim line ballast, or no greater than 6 8' HO 
ballast or equivalent combination of ballast types.  

4. Drums should be labeled pursuant to applicable U.S. DOT and EPA regulations. Labels can be provided by 
Veolia.  

5. Veolia ships empty steel drums with a cover, gasket, and lip ring with bolt. Once filled, the cover and gasket 
should be secured to the drum by tightly bolting the lip ring.   Closure instructions are provided for all DOT 
specification containers supplied by Veolia. Veolia reserves the right to refuse pickup of material that is 
improperly packaged or is offered in damaged packaging.  A callout fee will be assessed and the pickup will be 
re-scheduled once the material is re-packaged by the customer.   

6. Information needed to arrange the pickup of ballast include the physical location of the ballast (On a loading 
dock?), whether or not the truck will need a lift-gate, whether or not drum dolly will be needed and pickup 
hours. 

 
Labeling: 
The labels required for each container of lamp ballast will be dependant on the type of ballast within the container. While in storage prior to 
shipment, the containers should be marked with, generator name, generator address and a description of the contents of the container. 
Depending on the state in which you are located additional markings and labels may be required for PCB lamp ballast. For transport the containers 
must also be marked and labeled according to DOT regulations. The Ballast Appendix contains additional information on marking and labeling. 
 
Storage of Drums: 
All drums should be stored indoors and protected against the elements of weather. Wet drums are subject to additional handling fees. Drums 
containing PCB ballast may also be subject to additional EPA storage requirements. 
 
Leaking Ballast: 
Leaking ballast should be double bagged and separated before shipment. Leaking PCB ballasts do not qualify as exempt small capacitors and must 
be managed under the US EPA TSCA regulations.  
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Available Veolia Lamp Ballast Containers: 
Containers can be provided by Veolia. Please contact customer service toll-free at 1-800-556-5267 for additional details. Additional packaging may 
be available.  
 

SKU Type Dimensions Capacity 

Supply-012 Steel Drum* 55 gal – 34 ½” x 24” 200 4’ Lamp Ballast, 94 8' Slim Line Ballast, 68 8' HO Ballast, and 

Weight Limit of 550 pounds 

Supply-028 Poly Pail* 5 gal- 15 ½” x 12” 20 4’ Lamp Ballast 

Supply-021 FlexPak * 36”x36”x36” Capacity of the bag is 3000 pounds 

* UN/DOT approved  
 
Do Not Palletize Ballast Drums: 
By not palletizing drums you ensure compliance with DOT regulations regarding shipping lamp ballast, but also decreases costs by optimizing truck 
load capacity.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


